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The corresponding author is the 
author who handles the 
manuscript and correspondence 
during the publication process. 
The corresponding author has the 
authority to act on behalf of all 
co-authors in all matters 
pertaining to publication of the 
manuscript, and acts as the point 
of contact for any enquiries after 
the paper has been published.

OPEN ACCESS FOR ITALY
If you are a corresponding author affiliated with a participating 
institution, the Italy Transformative Agreement means you can 
publish your article open access with fees covered, in more than 
2,000 Springer hybrid journals.

What authors need to know:
• You must be the corresponding author of the article.

• You must be affiliated with a participating institution.

• �Article types eligible under this agreement are: Original Paper and Review Paper.

• �You must identify yourself during the author identification process  
(you will be asked to do this once your article has been accepted for publication).

• �The copyright remains with you: your open access article will be published under 
the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY/ CC BY-NC) license – you are free to 
redistribute the material in any medium or format.

Benefits of open access:

•  �Increased citation and usage: Studies have shown that open access articles 
are viewed and cited more often than articles behind a paywall.

•  �Wider collaboration: Open access publications and data enable researchers to 
carry out collaborative research on a global scale.

•  �Greater public engagement: Content is available to those who can't access 
subscription content.

•  �Faster impact: With permissive licences like CC BY, researchers are empowered 
to build on existing research quickly.

•  �Increased interdisciplinary conversation: Open access journals that cross 
multiple disciplines help researchers connect more easily and provide greater 
visibility of their research. 

 •  �Compliance with open access mandates: Open access journals comply with 
major funding policies internationally.
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Our system is very easy to use, but if you do run into any issues, we’re happy to help. 
Please get in touch with  
oa.verification@springernature.com

WORKFLOW FOR AUTHORS
We make open access (OA) as easy as possible for both institutions and 
authors. Our best in class workflow reduces administration for institutions 
and ensures rapid publication for authors.

Article accepted 
Article is accepted for publication in a 
hybrid journal. The corresponding 
author receives an email invitation to 
complete the publication process for 
their article.

Publication 
We ask all institutions to approve articles within 3 days to 
ensure rapid publication for our authors. Once approved, 
the article is published immediately OA. The OA article is 
freely available for anyone in the world to read, share and 
re-use.

License 
The author is asked to 
agree to an OA creative 
commons license (CC 
BY for the majority of 
Springer Nature 
journals)^ on behalf of 
all co-authors.

Publishing OA
For articles that have been identified as 
eligible* to be covered by an OA 
agreement, the corresponding author will 
be presented with confirmation that they 
can publish OA with their fees covered.

Article 
identification 
Authors identify themselves by 
one of three data elements:

•	 Selected institution

•	 Institutional email 

•	 Location
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*OA agreement specific eligibility check: in scope journals and article types. ^Other licenses available on request.


